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Do feature films that portray 
transgendered characters take such 
characters seriously, or are they still 
dismissive of trans identity, perhaps 
more subtly today than three or four 
decades ago? Some contemporary 
examples—The Crying Game (1992),  
Ma Vie En Rose (1997), Boys Don’t Cry (1999) Hedwig and the Angry Inch (2001), 
Soldier’s Girl (2003), and Transamerica (2005)—provoke both negative and positive 
trans-sensitive critiques of such portrayals.  But depending on the film, they tend to 
be more  negative than positive.  While the critiques are often right on target, they 
sometimes overlook ways in which some films in this genre can be quite subversive 
of traditional gender binary culture, in ways which promote greater sensitivity to 
transgendered lives, despite the criticism.  We will examine a few of these cases. 
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